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ITALY REJECTS AUTONOMY FOR SOUTH TYROL 


The negotiations for a solution of the South Tyrol prob- 
lem which started in Milan January 27 on the basis of a reso- 
lution by the United Nations General Assembly were broken 
off temporarily after two days’ duration after the Italian rep- 
resentatives had rejected not only the regional autonomy for 
the Province of Bozen demanded by the South Tyrolean pop- 
ulation but also any change by law of the existing statute. 

The chairman of the Austrian delegation, Foreign Min- 
ister Dr. Bruno Kreisky, said that the temporary rupture 
should not be considered tragic. He said that the events 
should not be called a failure ofthe negotiations just because 
the representatives of two nations did not immediately have 
a meeting of minds in their initial discussions. 

Commenting on the negative result of the Milan talks, 
Professor Franz Gschnitzer, state secretary in the Austrian 
Foreign Office, stressed the present unsurmountability of the 
contrary points of view of the two countries. If Italy could 
not decide to reconsider its own standpoint, it would be nec- 
essary to apply the other means provided in the UN resolution 
in order to help the South Tyrolean population obtain justice, 
Gschnitzer said. 

Tyrolean Deputy Aloys Oberhammer who also participa- 
ted in the parley underscored his belief that no sign existed 
that the Austrian and Italian points of view could be brought 
to a common denominator. He said that for that reason it had 


been decided in Milan to forego the creation of a mixed Aus- 
tro-Italian working committee. 


The Austrian press of all political shadings is in agree- 
ment that the result of the Milan talks had done great damage 
to the hopes that after the UN had taken upthe problem, Italy 
would be prepared to agree to a mutually acceptable solution 
of the problem in the spirit of good neighborliness. 

The refusal of representatives of the political parties in 
the Italian government coalition to participate in the confer- 
ence within the framework of the delegation led by Foreign 
Minister Segni was interpreted as an unfavorable omen, be- 
cause it showed the split in the Italian coalition. 

While Foreign Minister Kreisky and State Secretary 
Gschnitzer — according to general press opinion — left no- 
thing undone to convince the Italian delegation of the advan- 
tage of granting autonomy according to the example of the 
Aland Islands with every protection for the Italian minority 
of the South Tyrol, Foreign Minister Segni apparently had no 
mind to get in trouble with his future voters, including the 
chauyinistic right-wing, over the South Tyrol question. His 
refusal even to consider the moderate Austrian proposals 
made the Austrian press doubt whether Rome was at all inter- 
ested at this time to agree to a mutually acceptable solution 
of the conflict. 


(Continued on following page) 





PRESIDENT EISENHOWER'S 
FAREWELL MESSAGE 


A few days before President Eisenhower turned his 
office over to President Kennedy he sent a farewell mes- 
Sage to Chancellor Julius Raab. 


In the message, Eisenhower expressed his apprecia- 
tion of the way in which Austria and the U.S. cooperated 
during his tenure to promote the cause of world peace on 
@ basis of justice. Through this Austro-American unity, 
Eisenhower said he had gained an insight into the char- 
acter of the Austrian people, their strength and greatness. 
The out-going American chief executive told Raab that he 
would continue to follow the development of Austria’s fut- 
ure with much interest. 


LM 


SCHAERF CONGRATULATES KENNEDY 

Austrian President Adolf Schaerf cabled his heartfelt 
felicitations to John F. Kennedy, 35th President of the United 
States on the occasion of the inauguration, January 20. 


PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY 
TO CHANCELLOR JULIUS RAAB: 
‘Dear Mr. Chancellor: 

‘T am deeply appreciative of the warm wishes you 
sent me after my election to the Presidency. 

‘‘Thave always been heartened that there exists such 
an important reservoir of goodwill and understanding be- 
tween our peoples. I know that we share common goals of 
international cooperation and of lasting and just world 
peace. 

‘‘With all good wishes. 

(signed) John F. Kennedy.’’ 
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Entry Prohibition Repealed at Last Moment 


The entry prohibition decreed last year by the Italian 
government against State Secretary Gschnitzer and Deputy 
Oberhammer was repealed only shortly before the beginning 
of the negotiations. 

The Austrian delegation had the same membership as 
that which was sent to the United Nations last fall for the 
discussion of the South Tyrol problem. 


The South Tyroleans’ Goal: Full Autonomy 


A few days before the start of the talks, the Landeshaupt- 
mann of the South Tyrol, Dr. Magnago, and South Tyrolean 
Counsellor Dr. Benedikter had a discussion with Italian Dep- 
uty Premier Piccioni. According to a report of the Bozen 
newspaper ‘‘Dolomiten,’’ Piccioni asked the two South Tyro- 
lean representatives whether they would give up the demand 
for autonomy if Rome would make considerable concessions 
within the framework of the present regional setup. The two 
South Tyroleans, however, insisted on autonomy. 


VIENNA CONGRESS ON DIPLOMATIC PRIVILEGES 

Come March, Vienna will once more become the scene 
of an international event of the first order: March 2 will 
mark the opening day of an international conference devoted 
to working out a convention on diplomatic privileges and 
immunities. One hundred ten delegations from all member 
states of the United Nations and its specialized agencies — 
500 persons in all — will participate. 

The conference originated in a proposal made last year 
to the legal committee of the UN General Assembly by the 
Austrian delegate who recalled that since the first ‘‘Vienna 
Congress’’ in 1815, diplomatic rights had not been recodified 
although diplomacy had changed completely. 

The basis for the work of this second ‘‘ Vienna Congress” 
is a draft convention worked out by the International Law 
Commission together with the remarks of a number of nations. 
This document is an effort to reconcile in one convention 
all diplomatic privileges and immunities to be binding for 
all member states. 


SWEDISH KING TO VISIT AUSTRIA 

King Gustav VI Adolf of Sweden has announced his 
intention to visit Austria in April. The royal visit will be 
in return of one made by Austrian President Adolf Schaerf 
last spring. 


WEST EUROPE'S SOCIALIST LEADERS 
MET IN SALZBURG 
West European Socialist leaders gathered in Salzburg 
January 4 through 6, to discuss international problems. 
The participants in the meeting included Hugh Gaits- 
kell, chairman of the British Labor Party; Premier Tage F’. 
Erlander of Sweden; Danish Prime Minister Viggo Kamp- 
mann; Guy Mollet, secretary general of the French So- 
cialist Party; Giuseppe Saragat, head of Italy’s rightwing 
Socialists; Erich Ollenhauer, chairman of West Germany’s 
Social Democratic Party;and Vice Chancellor Bruno Pitter- 
mann, head of the Austrian Socialist Party. 


AUSTRIA HOSTS INTERNATIONAL 
POWDER METALLURGY CONGRESS. 

The Fourth International Powder Metallurgy Congress 
will be held next June 20 to 24 in Reutte, Tyrol, Dr. Pau 
Schwarzkopf, chairman of the Congress, announced. Dr, 
Schwarzkopf is a well-known scientist and industrialist who 
heads the Metallwerk Plansee in Reutte and the Schwarzkopf 
Development Corp. in New York. 

Delegates from 37 nations will participate in the meet- 
ing. The U.S. delegation is expected to belarge, with men- 
bers from leading industrial enterprises, different U.S. gov. 
ernment agencies and scientific institutions. 

Main topic of the Congress will be ‘“‘Powder Metallurgy 
in the Nuclear Age.’’ Lectures and discussions will deal 
with the theoretical and practical aspects of the powder met- 
allurgy of materials of special interest for nuclear and high 
temperature application. 


AMBASSADOR PLATZER OPENS 
AUSTRIAN HOME SHOW IN WASHINGTON 

Last January 9, Austrian Ambassador Wilfried Platzer 
opened the Austrian Architectural and Building Exposition 
in Washington’s National Housing Center. Following a 
introduction by Carl T. Mitnik, president of the Center, 
Dr. Platzer paid tribute to Austria’s achievements in the 
field of home and apartment building, cooperative apartment 
ownership and modern city planning. 

On opening day, numerous representatives of the Amer- 
ican home and apartment house building industry viewed the 
Austrian exhibits. Members of the press were also on hand, 

The exhibit was stocked primarily by the Real Estate 
Bureau of the City of Vienna and by the Society of Friends 
of Cooperative Apartment Building. In addition, a large 
scale model of the new Salzburg Festival Theater is o 
view to draw attention to Austrian artistic endeavor in 
architecture. Another part of the show was dedicated to 
homes for older people. This exhibit was designed as a 
bridge to an American exposition on the same theme, also 
on view at the Housing Center, 

American experts expressed their appreciation over 
the architectural lines and the artistic work of Austrian 
buildings. 


AUSTRIAN CENSUS IN MARCH 

Austria will hold its new census on March 21, The 
latest census was held in 1951. A new one must take place 
once every 10 years according to law. The 1951 census 
showed that Austria had a population of 6,933,905. 
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THE STATE OF AUSTRIAN ECONOMY UNDER 
CONTINUED BOOM CONDITIONS 

In a report recently published, the Austrian Institute for 
Economic Research surveyed Austria’s economic develop- 
ments during 1960 and at the turn of the year. 

The general economic trend during 1960 was character- 
ized by steady boom conditions. The continuing forward move- 
ment which began in the fall of 1959 reached proportions of 
factual full employment as early as the spring of 1960. The 
resulting high business level has been maintained ever since 
with only negligible fluctuations in regional or specific fields. 

The gross national product in 1960 is expected to ex- 
ceed last year’s by 7%. The rapid rate of growth, highest 
since 1955, was brought about by coinciding excellent market 
conditions in the commercial sector and high agricultural pro- 
duction. Almost generally, trade and commerce recorded sub- 
stantial increases. Figures for the first 10 months showed 
increases of 9%, 16% and 5%, respectively, for industrial 
production, transport volume of the Federal railways, and 
turnover in the retail trade. Similar, and partly even greater, 
progress over 1959 was reported by small industry and service 
organizations. Even the tourist trade, although affected by 
adverse weather during the summer season, recorded an in- 
crease of 6% in nightly accommodations. Agriculture reported 
record grain crops, above-average yields in other vegetable 
crops, and a renewed rise in animal production. Altogether, 
farm production rose 9% over 1959 results and balanced that 
year’s decline in output. 


Small Business Expansion Slows 


The growth of small business production slowed notice- 
ably during 1960, however. In the first quarter, the gross pro- 
duct in the non-agricultural sector was 10.2% higher than the 
year before, but during the two following quarters the growth 
rate dipped to 7.6% and 6.9% and during the final quarter is 
estimated to have dropped to about 5%. The slowdown is 
characteristic of the transition from the upward trend to the 
actual boom. As early as in the spring of 1960, the use of 
available labor reserves and means of production reached a 
higher level than in earlier boom periods. At the year’s seas- 
onal high, the labor market recorded only 44,300 job seekers, 
including 19,400 classified as only conditionally suitable for 
full-time employment. The unemployment figure of 2.1% (in- 
cluding all employables) was the lowest since the end of 
World War Il. By the end of November, the Labor Office re- 
ported 21,200 less job seekers and 41,500 more employed 
than the year before. 


Labor Situation Balanced 


The full employment situation has improved the seasonal 
and regional balance of demand and supply in the labor mar- 
ket. The number of job seekers in the winter months which in 
1959 dropped below 200,000 for the first time since 1950, is 
not expected to exceed 180,000 in the current winter. Like 
the labor reserves, the reserves of production capacity were 
generally utilized to the fullest extent. By the end of last 
November, capacity utilization reached an average of 85%, 
compared with 82% at the end of 1959 and 83% during the 


boom year of 1955. Many basic industries reported capacity 
use of more than 90%. 


Consumer Goods Asked 


Domestic demands for consumer and investment goods 
continued increasing right up to the present time although its 
growth was less intensive than earlier. During the first six 
months of 1960 and continuing into the third quarter, private 
spending for consumer goods exceeded comparable 1959 rec- 
ords by 8% in value or 6% in volume. In the retail trade, re- 
ports covering July through October showed an increase of 
only 5% in value or 4% in volume as compared with 8% (5%) 
during the first half of the year. The main factors in the com- 
paratively constant increase of private consumption are the 
continuing rise in mass incomes and the expansion of con- 
sumer credit. Mass incomes in the first half and third quarter 
of 1960 rose by 9% and 10%, respectively, over the year be- 
fore. At the end of September, allocations for installment 
credit purchases exceeded the 1959 figures by 50% or 750 
million schillings. Credits granted to businesses for install- 
ment buying increased during the same time by 47% or 140 
million schillings. (About 26 schillings equal one dollar. Ed.) 

In this business cycle, the animation of demands for in- 
vestment goods started later than similar developments in 
private consumption but proved more intensive and enduring. 
Through the first six months and into the third quarter of 
1960, gross investments gained by 12% over 1959. Invest- 
ments in building projects rose by 4%, and in machinery by 
almost 20%. Realization of many investments by planned 
dates wasretarded because both the building industry and the 
investment goods industry were unable to meet the demand in 
time. 


Imports Continue Strong 


The limited delivery power of the domestic economy di- 
verted part of the existing demand to foreign markets. The 
current tide of imports shows hardly any sign of ebbing at 
present. In fact, imports were much greater than in the year 
before. Developments in this field, marked by stabilization 
on a much higher level than that of exports, have caused a 
strongly passive trend in the trade balance. The total annual 
import surplus for 1960 will come to more than 7billion schill- 
ings as compared to 4.6 billion in 1959. Only 80% of imports 
are covered by exports. However, the trade deficit is not ex- 
pected to be excessively high, because the tourist trade on 
the whole and in spite of bad weather reported satisfactory 
results, and because foreign capital was imported to a cer- 
tain extent (most of it contracted at earlier dates). In the end 
it is expected that the Austrian economy’s foreign exchange 
reserves will show a dip for 1960 of no more than just over 1 
billion schillings. 

Irrespective of continued cyclical tensions, the price 
level has remained almost steady since the spring of 1960. 
Especially, this refers to consumer prices. The consumer 
price index, computed for average wage earners’ households, 
exceeded the 1959 index by only .4% (November level in both 
years), although several Federal tax and tariff increases af- 
fecting cigarette and liquor prices had already been in effect. 
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Institute’s Forecast for 1961 


The Austrian Institute for Economic Research offered 
the following forecast of economic developments in 1961: 

In the situation prevailing at the turn of the year, the 
Austrian economy faces a potential super-boom rather than 
an imminent slowdown in the upward trend. Cyclical tensions 
will hardly decrease during the next few months. Further up- 
ward trends may come primarily from policies effected in the 
stock piling sector. Moreover, private investment activities 
will probably continue to increase though not at the same 
pace as before. Most basic industries, except the oil indus- 
try, intend to carry out greater investment projects than in 
1960. The processing industries generally plan to keep in- 
vestments equal in volume to those made in 1960. The most 
intensive investment activities may be expected in the field 
of investment goods. Actual investment volume in the pro- 
cessing industries may exceed the record high achieved in 
1960, 

During the course of this year, impulses fostering upward 
trends will emanate particularly from the Federal government. 
The 1961 budget foresees public spending exceeding 1960 ap- 
propriations by more than 5 billion schillings or 12%. In addi- 
tion, more money will be spent by the Social Security Board, 
state-controlled funds and various regional governments. 
Stepped-up public spending will have an immediate effect on 
the commodity market and — through increased pensions — 
benefit private households which, in turn, will intensify pri- 
vate consumption. 


Can Price Level be Maintained? 


With the extended duration of cyclical tensions it will 
become increasingly difficult to curb upward trends in the 
price sector of the economy. In 1960 already, wage move- 
ments showed some acceleration and, in the middle of that 
year, surpassed the slowing-down process in the field of pro- 
ductivity growth. The upward trend in the price sector 


gained momentum at the turn of the year and threatens the 
price level of important basic foodstuffs. 

Under these circumstances, fiscal policies should apply 
particular caution during the ensuing months and try to cur- 
tail expansion of the credit volume to the greatest possible 
extent. 

While the upward trend and prevailing tension suggest a 
watchful policy during the immediate future, prospects in the 
more distant future appear even less favorable. Developments 
in the United States and Canada show a recurrence of reces- 
sion. In Europe, signs of the slackening boom have been ob- 
served so far only in Great Britain. 

In most other countries, including Austria, upward 
trends are still predominant. But production losing more and 
more of its flexibility and adaptability cannot always keep up 
with a demand intensified by purchasing power. 

Yet, to a certain extent, some relaxation of the current 
economic tensions is already noticeable in some sectors. 


AUSTRO.GERMAN TALKS CONTINUE 
Austro-German property negotiations already held in Bad 
Homburg and Bonn on compensation for the victims of Nazism 


and displaced and resettled persons recently continued in 


Vienna. Austria was represented by Dr. Hartlmayr and Ger- 


many by Dr. Feaux de la Croix. 








G. Hugo Whitehouse, Austrian consul in Miami, recently 
presented an oil painting of a Tyrolean landscape to the U.S. 
State Department’s Passport Agency there. 

Picture shows from left to right: G. Hugo Whitehouse, 
Miss Frances G. Knight, director of the U.S. Passport Office 
in Washington, and W. G. Nerren, agent-in-charge of the Miami 
Passport Agency. 


ELECTRIC POWER OUTPUT AT 16 BILLION KWH HIGH 

Austria’s mushrooming electric energy industry which 
earned for the Alpine country the title of Europe’s Power 
House continued its rapid climb during 1960. With a number 
of new power stations added to the country’s chain, total 
production rose by 6.6% over 1959 to a total of about 16 
billion kwh. Spurred by the increasing demands of the do- 
mestic industry operating at full capacity, Austrian electric 
energy consumption jumped by 9.8% during 1960. 


VIENNA BANK STARTS BABIES OFF ON SAVINGS 

To encourage the habit of saving, the Central Savings 
Bank of Vienna makes out a 10-shilling savings certificate 
in the name of every newborn baby in the Austrian capital. 
If a savings account is opened in the child’s name within 


six years, the certificate is accepted in lieu of cash. The | 
bank also recently originated a savings plan for elemen- | 


tary school students under the slogan ‘‘Save for a good book.” 
Under the scheme, school children deposit small amounts 
regularly against the purchase of a book of their choice. 


EXPAND INNSBRUCK ALPINE AIRPORT 


To accommodate the expected increase in summer and 


winter tourist air traffic, especially during the 1964 Winter | 


Olympiad, the Tyrol Airport Operating Corporation announced 
plans for the immediate expansion of the runways and pas- 
senger and administration facilities at Innsbruck’s Alpine 
Airport. 


The airport’s take-off runway will be lengthened to © 


a total of 2,000 meters (6,600 feet) to correspond to the 
rules of the International Civil Aviation Organization for 


Class D aircraft. The width will remain at 40 meters (132 | 


feet). Finances necessary for the first stage of the expansia 


work, amounting to 70 million schillings, have already been | 


set aside, (About 26 schillings equal one dollar. Ed.). 
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ART AND BETTER LIVING 

Many apartment houses which the City of Vienna has 
built in the past decade have been embellished with frescoes, 
statues or large-surface ceramics created by well-known 
artists. 

If it was the city fathers’ wish to remodel Vienna’s war- 
scarred face. Many accomplished sculptors were at hand to 
introduce modern art to the population at large. 

Thus, the ceramic mosaic shown here, which decorates 
an apartment building in Vienna’s 18th district, has been 
created in the studio ofone ofthe best-known Austrian sculp- 
tors, Carry (Carl Maria) Hauser who has won international 
recognition. 

(Readers of Austrian Information, interested in Hauser’s 
work which was introduced to American connoisseurs in re- 
peated showings, may want to avail themselves of a mono- 
graph by Lambert Haiboeck ‘‘The Painter Carry Hauser’’ 
(Der Maler Carry Hauser) which has just been published by 
the Austrian State Printing Office). 


INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR FOR DIPLOMATS 

-An international seminar for diplomats will again be 
held this summer at Castle Klessheim near Salzburg. Aus- 
trian Foreign Minister Bruno Kreisky will deliver the opening 
lecture July 31. Senior diplomats, political figures, uni- 
versity professors and leading public personalities will 
lecture on foreign policy issues and problems of interna- 
tional relations, The lectures will be given in English, 
French and German. Discussions will be held in English 
and French, The number of participants will be limited to 
36 diplomats, Further information may be had by addressing 
The Secretary, International Seminar for Diplomats, Ball- 
hausplatz 2, Vienna I, Austria. 


INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR MUSIC EDUCATION 
TO MEET IN VIENNA 

About 200 music educators from the United States will 
attend the Fourth International Conference and General 
Assembly of the International Society for Music Education 
June 22-28, in Vienna, 

A number of important events are scheduled under 
the auspices of the host organisations and the ISME 
board of directors. The Austrian Association of Music Edu- 
cators will act as secretariat for the conference and as 
liaison between ISME and the Austrian Education Ministry. 

With the main conference theme of ‘‘comparative studies 
in music education,’’ studies will be presented on these 
topics: music education in the schools; technical media 
in music education; training of the professional musician; 
training of the music educator; and musical activities in 
community life. 

An international exhibition designed to give participants 
&@ showing of up-to-date music education materials will be 
held during the conference. 

Vienna municipal authorities will offer the delegates 
an evening at the State Opera and a number of concerts 
by the city’s great orchestras. A highlight of the week will 
be an excursion to the Vienna Woods and a visit to Beet- 
hoven’s home in Heiligenstadt. 


LM 





Ceramics decorating Vienna apartment building are work by 
Austrian Sculptor Carry Hauser. 
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Fountain with animal group in Vienna’s 3rd district—an opus 
of the Viennese sculptress Gertrude Konrad. 
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Arts and Science 


WOOSTER COLLEGE GROUP TO STUDY IN VIENNA 

The German Department of Wooster College in Ohio 
announced recently to its students that it is accepting re- 
servations for a trip to Vienna next summer for the purpose 
of additional work at the Vienna Institute of European studies. 

Minimum requirements are completion of a course in 
elementary German. Students from other schools are also 
welcome at the Vienna school. 

The group will leave June 9 for Vienna and will return 
to the U.S. September 2, Students will live in private homes 
in Vienna, 


AUSTRIAN GEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY PREPARES 
ANGOLA EXPEDITION 

The Austrian Geographic Society recently announced 
that among its 1961 plans is an expedition to the Portuguese 
colony of Angola in Southwest Africa. The Society intends 
to carry out research in morphology from the climatological 
point of view in the highlands of interior Angola. Another 
project encompasses studies of cultural-geographic aspects 
in the Cuene region of the colony. 

Late in the 19th century, the Austrian Geographical 
Society earned international fame by its expedition to the 
arctic. The expedition, headed by Julius von Payer and 
Karl Weyprecht layed the groundwork for the discovery of 
Francis Joseph Land in the Arctic Ocean north of Novaya 
Zenlya, 


1961 TYROL PASSION PLAYS AT ERL AND THIERSEE 

The Tyrolean village of Erl which resumed the per- 
formance of its world-famous passion plays two seasons 
ago, recently announced plans for 1961. The Erl Passion 
Play will be given on 37 nights between May and September. 
The theater which had been twice destroyed by fire — in 1809 
and 1933 — has been completely reconstructed with funds 
allocated by the Austrian government. The renovated theater 
can accommodate about 1,500 spectators. 

The theater in Erl and the Passion Playhouse at Thier- 
see which reopened in 1955, have played before more than 
250,000 people in the last five years, The Thiersee stage 
has also scheduled a dramatized version of ‘‘Quo Vadis’’ 
for 1961. 


HALMI PAINTINGS ON EXHIBIT 

Many of the paintings of Artur L. Halmi (1866-1939) are 
now on review at a special memorial exhibition at Farleigh 
Dickinson University, Rutherford, N.J. 

Halmi, a graduate of the Vienna Academy of Painting, 


was well known for his paintings and drawings of the Austrian 


court commissioned by Emperor Francis Joseph in the 1880s 
and for his portraits of America’s ‘‘Upper Four Hundred’’ dur- 
ing the first third of the 20th century. 

The exhibition contains oil and pastel portraits as well 
as various pencil, crayon and water color subjects. The pic- 
tures on review represent a way of live and half century ago 
and thus are of great interest. 


KALMUS HONORED BY VIENNA TECH. 

Henry P. Kalmus, 54, a native of Vienna who is as- 
sociate director of the U.S, Army’s Diamond Ordnance 
Fuze Laboratories in Washington, D.C., was recently a- 
warded an honorary doctorate by the Technical University 
of Vienna. Dr. Kalmus submitted a thesis entitled ‘‘Light | 
and Radiation Measuring Instruments with High Sensitivity 
and Stability.” 

Dr, Kalmus was graduated by the same school in 1930 
with an engineering degree. Following eight years of as- # 
sociation with the Orion Radio Corporation in Europe, 
Dr. Kalmus went to the United States where he joined the 
Emerson Radio Corporation, Later he worked for the Zenith 
Corporation and in 1948 joined the professional staff of the 
National Bureau of Standards, Finally, he switched to the 
Army labratories. 

The scientist holds more than 25patents inthe. electronics 
field and has published a large number of scientific papers. 


AUSTRIAN STAGE NEWS 

Because of her success at the Vienna State Opera last | 
fall, American soprano Phyllis Curtis has been reengaged : 
for two months of appearances in Vienna, beginning this | 


month. Her roles include Salome and Fiordiligi. 
eee 





' 


Austrian soprano Hilde Gueden will return to the U.S, | 
next October for opera and concert appearances, 
*>*+ ¢ 
Conductor Karl Boehm who had to cancel a guest per- 
formance with the New York Philharmonic Orchestra because 
of an eye operation is recuperating in Vienna and will soon 
resume his post at the Metropolitan Opera House in New York, | 
*es ft 
American tenor Jean Cox will appear in performances | 
of Auber’s ‘‘Fra Diavolo’’ and Johann Strauss’ ‘‘Gypsy > 
Baron’’ at the Bregenz Music Festival this summer. 
ses 
Home from New York appearances, Leonie Rysanek 
sang at the Vienna State Opera in January. She performed | 
in the title role of Puccini’s ‘‘Tosca’’ and as Senta in 
Wagner’s ‘‘F lying Dutchman,’’ 
sss 
On January 17, Vienna opened its third opera house - 
the Vienna Chamber Opera on Fleischmarkt. Three short 
operas were given on opening night: Monteverdi-Orff’s ‘‘Klage| 
der Ariadne’’ (Ariadne’s Complaint), Guiseppe Maria Orlan- | 
dini’s ‘‘Der Spieler’’ (The Gambler), and Bohuslav Martinu’s| 
“Die Heirat’’ (The Marriage), Hans Gabor conducted. 
*+ ¢ 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was still the most played 
composer at the Vienna State Opera and the Redoutensaal, | 
opera statistics for the 1959-1960 season showed, The State | 
Opera presented 96 performances of Mozart operas, 50 by 
Verdi, 39 by Strauss, 34 by Wagner and 21 by Puccini bet: | 
ween September 1, 1959 and June 30, 1960. Mozart’s ‘‘Ab-| 
duction from the Seraglio’’ led with 30 performances, followed| 
by 27 offerings of ‘‘The Marriage of Figaro’’ and 20 of | 
**The Magic Flute.”’ : 
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TO SHOOT JOSEPHINE BAKER PICTURE IN VIENNA 
Josephine Baker arrived in Vienna a few weeks ago 
to arrange the shooting of a film of her life with an Austrian 
motion picture organization. The picture is to be produced 
partly in Austria and partly in France and will have its main 
theme the fabulous career of the great musical comedy star. 
The film for which UNESCO has accepted honorary 
sponsorship will be issued under the title ‘‘The whole world 
loves Josephine.’’ It will start with La Baker’s farewell 
to the stage and the establishment of her ‘‘international 
family.’’ ‘‘Her’’ children, particularly one small boy, are 
the hub of the story. A large number of musical numbers 
are built into the film — as an extra special. Josephine will 
sing once more all her old successes — ‘‘Yes, I have no 
bananas,’’ ‘‘Give me your hand,”’ and ‘‘Sonny Boy.”’ 


JOHN HUSTON PLANS SIGMUND FREUD FILM 

Hollywood director John Huston currently is planning 
the production of a Sigmund Freud film based on a script 
by Jean-Paul Sartre. Shooting will begin in Vienna early 
this summer, 


REDLANDS UNIVERSITY TO 
ENLARGE AUSTRIA PLAN 

The University of Redlands, one of three California pri- 
vate institutions with branch campuses abroad, announced 
recently that it will add a spring semester to its 1962 fall 
program to establish a year-round overseas center at Salz- 
burg, Austria. 


Dr. George H. Armacost, president of the university, 
said the success ofthe first two European semester programs 
prompted the expansion. 

The program, now in its second year, has 43 students 
studying in the Austrian city. Since its beginning in 1959, 
the foreign classes have been limited to the fall term. 


100 Qualified 


The third class, which will go abroad next autumn, and 
the fourth class, which will inaugurate the spring, 1962, sem- 
ester, will each number about 50 students, according to Dr. 
Armacost. More than 100 students, ranging from sophomores 
to seniors have already qualified for the groups. 


New Books: 

The attention of readers of AUSTRIAN INFORMATION 
interested in Austrian history is called to be the publication 
recantly of Gunther Erich Rothenberg’s ‘‘The Austrian Mili- 
tary Border in Croatia, 1522-1747."’ The work is published 
by the University of Illinois Press in Urbana, III. 

In the preface to the scholarly work, the author ex- 
plained: ‘‘The subject of this volume is the early history 
of the special military organization, the Militaergrenze or 
Konfin, which Austria maintained in Croatia from 1522 to 
1881, The author has made an attempt to provide a narrative 
account of this institution from its origins under Ferdinand I 
to its reorganization under Maria Therese, and to fit the 
story into the vaster history of the Habsburg Empire and 
southeastern Europe.”’ 








Europe’s highest bridge, the Europa Bridge, is now under 


span width of 630 feet. It will rise 660 feet above the valley. 


construction in the Austrian Tyrol, between the Kufstein and Picture shows a scale model of the bridge. 


Brenner Mountains. It will be 2,700 feet long with a maximum 


em 
UM 














Page 8 


Austrian Information 


January 30, 1961 





OLYMPIC VILLAGE GOING UP IN INNSBRUCK 

This spring will see the beginning of the construction 
of the Olympic Village in Innsbruck for the 1964 Olympic 
Winter Games. Among the structures to be erected are eight 
tall buildings of 10 stories each, topped by a roof garden. 
These buildings will be permanent fixtures to be used as 
apartment houses after the games have been completed. 
Altogether the houses will have 496 apartment units with 
an average floor space of 132 square yards, The project 
will also contain a number of low buildings to serve as 
kitchens, cafeterias, club rooms, hospitals and shopping 
centers, 

Total cost for the project is estimated at between 130 
and 140 million schillings (about 26 schillings equal one 
dollar, Ed, ). 

The Olympic Village will be errected at the eastern 
periphery of the City of Innsbruck in the area of Neu-Arzl 
close to the territory of the old provincial shooting range. 


TRAUDL HECHER VICTOR IN HAHNENKAMM RACE. 

Seventeen-year old Traudl Hecher, the little Tyrolean 
with the braided hair, recently swept to victory over an inter- 
national field of the fastest girl skiers at the year’s toughest 
ski contest — the Hahnenkamm race in Kitzbuehel. She also 
took first prize in the giant slalom and won the combination 
with the ideal mark of zero. 


German’s Olympic champion, Heidi Biebl, took second 
place and France’s Theresia Leduc third. 

The men’s races which took place January 21 and 22, 
were won by Guy Perillat, France. Gerd Nenning of Austri 
came in second with Ludwig Leitner of Germany taking thi 
place. 


SKI CLUB AUSTRIA, U.S.A. 

Ski Club Austria, U.S.A. which was established Laat} 
fall to foster interest in skiing has become a going concern, 
Fred Hecht, club president, announced recently. He sai 
that interest in skiing in the United States originated wit) 
Austrian ski planners who brought the art of skiing and skp y, 
teaching to the New World. Among American ski enthusiasts} — 
Austria is a by-word because it represents the land wher 
this winter sport was brought to its greatest bloom. 

Hecht was elected the club’s first president. Huber 
Wehof and Sig Buchmayr were chosen vice presidents, The 
club promotes skiing in the Austrian style and the carefree 
spirit that goes with it. Two meetings were held during) >™ 
recent weeks at the Habsburg House in New York City at fol 
which ski films were shown, A field trip was undertaken’ wit 
by members to Mt. Snow in Vermont. A second ski a fon 


J 
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is planned for the near future. Interested skiers are requested °" 
to direct their inquiries to Fred Hecht in New York (LO4)_ 
2226) and to Hubert Wehof in New Jersey (PL 7-8787) during! “” 
office hours. = 
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